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THE TRUE POWER 
BEHIND THE VOTE: 
 
AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF VOTER 
TURNOUT AS IT RELATES TO 
EDUCATIONAL INEQUALITIES 
Question 
 “Can the percentage of voter 
turnout in elections be a good 
predictor of the educational 
success or failure of a 
community?”  
Thesis 
 The voting percentage of a 
community is a good indicator of 
educational success or failure 
Introduction 
 Brown v. Board of Education 
 Public schools… dependent on tax base 
 Rich vs. Poor  
 Wealth = POWER …                                   
Voting Population= POWER 
 Local officials 
 Fund allocation 
 
 
Significance & Lit Rev. 
 POWER 
 Ex. “Voting on School Finances: A 
Test of Competing Theories,”  
 One estimate had 7,000 tax levy and 
budget elections occurring across the 
country each year, with voters deciding 
on over $3 billion annually in school 
bonds alone (Hamilton and Cohen 
1974:6).  
Population 
 Ansonia, Bloomfield, Brideport, 
Farmington, Glastonbury, 
Hartford, New Haven, West 
Hartford, Windsor, and Stamford 
Methodology 
 Secretary of State- election 
results 
 Registrar of voters- active 
voters, and the voter turnout  
 Gather CMT and CAPT testing 
score data  
 Gather high school graduation 
records 
Results 
Town
Number of 
Registered 
Voters
Number Voted 
in 2004 
Presidential 
Elections
Voter 
Turnout
Number of 
registered 
Voters in 2002 
General 
Election
Number Voted in 
2002 General 
Election
Voter 
Turnout
Ansonia 19,358 15,286 78.96% 9,333 4,848 51.94%
Bloomfield 13,991 10,758 76.89% 12,842 7,342 57.17%
Bridgeport 59,102 59,102 63.82% 49,788 19,588 39.34%
Farmington 16,138 13,773 85.35% 14,734 10,051 68.22%
Hartford 49,803 28,987 58.20% 44,563 17,406 39.06%
Glastonbury 22,135 22,135 86.79% 20,588 14,998 72.85%
New Haven 58,094 39,458 67.92% 53,472 21,513 40.23%
West 
Hartford 40,270 33,755 83.82% 37,392 24,944 66.71%
Windsor 18,568 14,932 80.42% 17,289 9,967 57.65%
Stamford 59,357 47,496 80.02% 55,830 28,916 51.79%
State of CT 2,044,411 1,608,551 78.68% 1,847,247 1,043,792 56.51%
Results Continued 
School District 
CMT 
Math 
CMT 
Reading 
CAPT 
Math 
CAPT 
Reading 
Total 
Scores 
Pres 
Election 
Voter 
Turnout 
Drop 
Out 
Rate 
for 
class 
of 
2002 
Ansonia School 
District 
Averages 69 64 65 61 259 78.96% 16.7 
Bloomfield 
School District 68 60 41 51 220 76.89% 10.1 
Bridgeport 48 40 44 54 186 63.82% 30.5 
Farmington 96 92 96 94 378 85.35% 4 
Hartford 57 39 37 44 177 58.20% 29.7 
Glastonbury 94 90 91 94 369 86.79% 1.7 
New Haven 55 40 47 60 202 67.92% 18.5 
West Hartford 90 85 86 88 349 83.82% 8.6 
Windsor 73 67 76 81 297 80.42% 12.4 
Stamford 70 67 61 63 261 80.02% 16.9 
Conclusions 
 Cannot Deny the relationships 
 Top 3 and bottom 3…  
 
 Conclusion based on info 
attained from study 
 The voting percentage of a community is a good indicator of 
educational success or failure 
 
